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Centrum girded its loins to maintain its strength. That was all
it could do. The official manifesto of the party spoke of a "final
struggle" and called on its members to fight against "the Bolshevik
corrosion" and "one-sided party rule"—a recommendation not
calculated to illumine the perplexed. Had not the bishops ful-
minated against tyranny the Centrist appeal would have fallen
very flat.
At the best it was a weak stay to democracy and the fight for
freedom was left entirely to the Social Democrats. The Left
generally, whether authoritarian or libertarian, was facing the
crisis which it had steadily refused, despite all its rhetoric, to
believe could come. From one point of view or another, whether
on ideological grounds or as a result of the attempt to divine the
future by ordinary commonscnse rules of deduction, it had
believed that the issue would be between Socialism of all brands
and National Socialism; it would be a class issue certainly, but
it was also an issue between government by many as opposed
to the dictatorship of one. They thought of the coming crisis as
an elaborated version of the Kapp "putsch," to which the answer
would be a general strike. The Communists conceived of the
general strike as ushering in the revolutionary moment; the
Socialists as a single coercive action which would be successful*
Beyond that neither had gone; with all the pathetic faith of the
one in the Marxist logic of history, and of the other in the in-
telligence of Germany, with the multitude of warnings from nearly
every country in Europe asked to be heard and pondered, with
a voluminous literature on the danger of not taking "Fascism"
seriously, they simply did not believe that Germany would accept
Mussolinism. The presidial cabinets were a presidial device, a
device that was not out of harmony with the national character
and the national history, and if to the presidial system there
succeeded a "putsch," they could deal with it as easily as they
had dealt with Kapp or as the Munich police had dealt with
Hitler. They had believed—and they were probably right—that
a Hitler "putsch" would fail not because of the heroic resistance
of the nation, but simply because at the first sign of resistance
his followers would have been reduced to a mere handful just

